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Club News 

From the Chairman 
 

Well, the season is well into its 
swing and although I did not 
attend Hatton, I did attend Stars and 
Stripes at Tatton Park with 
Alan Murphy. We then both 
attended Rally of Giants at Blenheim 
Palace. Of the two, I enjoyed 
Blenheim the most, the Pre 50 AAC (of which Alan is the 
President) certainly know how to put on a fantastic show. The 
cars there were of my growing up period and it was great to 
see the care and attention that their owners had given 
to them, just like all of us try to do. 
 

As for the weather, it could not have been better, the cold 
drinks and Ice cream vendors had a 
great day and so did I. 
The  conversations I had with other folk 
were great, all about our love for our 
vehicles, its a great hobby (obsession). 
My ‘69 convertible ran like a  dream, 
down and later back home, it’s what 
these cars need, no use leaving them 
gathering dust. I hope you all enjoyed 
yourselves as much as I did. 
 

I still have a couple  of cars to sell, my 
73 Eldorado with a 78 front (looks 
good) in firethorn Red and my 78 Black 
Seville which at the moment is having a 
new computer fitted after a new 
battery and starter motor oh and a very 
expensive paint job (both of them!) I 
must cut down from 8 to at least 6.  

 

Great to have seen you all ,happy motoring,  
 

Peter B Griffith  
 

Netflix—The Crown 
 

If you’re luck enough to own a late 50’s or 60’s American car 
(doesn’t have to be a Cadillac), MGM Cars are looking for cars 
to appear in an episode of The Crown. It’ll all take place in 
Liverpool (cunningly disguised as Washington DC), on 5th, 6th 
and 7th of August.  If you are interested please email Stuart 
Morgan at stuart@mgmcars.com. 
 

Nick does it again 
 

Congratulations to Nick Parker, who has won the  Bristol 
Classic Car Show heat of the Classic American Car of the Year 
for a second time. He won in 2016 with his  ’73  Sedan deVille. 
This time it’s his  ‘57 Plymouth , so another trip to the NEC—
Good Luck. 

 

Rod Bevan 
 

Treasurer/
Membership 
 

New Members 
A warm welcome to new member 
Howard Gough of Shropshire with a 1957 Hardtop and re-
joins Harry Richardson of Shropshire with a 1972 Coupe 
Deville, Tudor Jones of Cockermouth, Cumbria with a 2000 
STS and Paul Carter of Paignton, Devon with a 1996 Eldorado 
Touring Coupe.  Welcome and welcome back.  
 

EU General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) 
Thank you to those that have updated me with your 
preferences in this respect.  Those that haven’t then please 
do.  Let me know by post or email.  Without your consent I 
am unable to contact you about any events and issues. You 
may also register your preferences at the club website. 
 

Renewal Reminders 
Members will receive two renewal requests.  Provided I have 
your consent I will also contact members by post or e mail 
when their membership has expired.  Members will be 
removed from the database after four months. 
 

Show Organiser 
This was discussed at the AGM.  The post of Show Organiser is 
vacant and will remain so until a club member comes forward 
to fill the position. 
 

Club Representatives  
Club representatives are essential if we are to move forward 
with shows around the country.  We are a small club with 
members throughout and need members to participate.  
There is nothing onerous here.  There are no committee 
responsibilities for club representatives, so you give what 
time you have.  Promote local shows in the club magazine, 
website and via our Face book page.   Contact Phil, Ken or 
myself by email with details please. 
 

Shows 2018 
The AAC (UK) Hatton show was helped by the glorious 
weather.  Blenheim was splendid as usual. With its glorious 
cars it was a splendid day out.  A few prize winners as well.  
Congratulations. 
 

STS 1997 to 2001 UK supplied 
If anyone has spares or knows of anyone with parts, new or 
used, please let me know or put them on the website.  These 
are now difficult to obtain as many parts are specific to UK 
right hand drive vehicles.  I have one member keen to obtain 
a drivers right hand side seat belt. Headlights, wiper motors, 
rear lamps and alike are always in demand. 
 

Renewals please complete Data protection section. It is 
important for us all. 

 

Bye for now.  Enjoy the sun and enjoy 
those cars. 
 

Rod 

Relaxing at Blenheim, 
the ice box is in the 

Trunk 



4 

COGGB—July-August 2018 

 

Amos’ 
Autos 

‘Hanging out with the 
cool dude’ 

 

Hey Dudes,  
As you will see this edition 
is a photo-fest of the shows, so let’s take a look at our 
members and their cars that won prizes. 
 

At the AACUK Summer Nationals, John Sewell won ‘Best 
Cadillac’ with his ‘59 
Coupe deVille. 
Probably one of the 
most recognisable 
shapes of the 20th 
century, the pinnacle 
of the tail-fin. If you 
were wondering, the 
colour (see front cover) 
is called Woodrose. 

 
Rally of the Giants saw Bob Lucas and his 1933 V12 drive away 
with Presidents Choice and Overall Concourse. There is a cost 

to driving away though 
as Bob says “it only 
does 7 mpg.” In 1933 
gasoline was 18 cents 
a gallon ($3.38 at 
today’s priced) but if 
you could afford a V12 
Cadillac I don’t 
suppose you worried. 
 

Also at Rally of the Giants, Graham McDonald and his 1964 
Sedan deVille won the 
‘Best ‘60s’ category 
much to Graham’s 
surprise and delight. It 
came as no surprise to 
me, it really is a great 
car. 
 

Moving south, we 
mustn’t forget Greg 
Horn who picked up 

the ‘Best Cadillac’ award  at the Pre 50 AAC show at Yate 
Football Club with his ‘54 Fleetwood Sedan. 

 

It’s been  a privilege 
to see all these great 
cars and congrats to 
everyone whether 
you won a prize or 
not, you make the 
shows great. 
 

Now for something a little quirky, a two wheeled car.  I know 
what you’re thinking, that’s called a motorcycle,  and one or 
two bikes have come with a lid on, the BMW C1 or if we go 
back to the 1970s the British 
made Quasar which was like a 
2-wheel Bond Bug. No 
surprise really as it used the  
Reliant Robin 850cc engine. 
They made 21 of them 
between  1975 and 1982 and 
like the BMW C1 they were 
definitely bikes, if you 
stopped and didn’t put your 
feet on the ground, it fell over…… 
 

Enter Peter Schilovski, a Russian Count and Lawyer who in 
1912 came up with the Gyrocar.  

As the name suggests, it used a rather large gyroscope to keep 
it balanced when the engine was running. It weighed in at 2.7 
tons and used 10% of it’s 20hp to power the dynamo and 
motor that kept the 40” gyroscope spinning between 2-3000 
rpm. If it dropped below that, there was an alarm and small 
support wheels lowered automatically.  
 

Despite being Russian, it was to be built in Birmingham by the 
Wolseley Motor Car Company and its inventor intended to sell 
it to the Russian Army, believing it could cross rough ground 
faster than a four wheel vehicle. The Russian Revolution in 
many ways scuppered his plans and only one was ever built.  
 

Come forward a hundred years  and the two wheel ‘gyro car’ 
is very much back  in development albeit as a one seater 
commuter vehicle with a computer controlling the rolling. 
 
And finally…….. 
Need your milk delivered quickly, how about this V8 powered 
milk float. That would cream the opposition. 
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Hot Day at Hatton 
 

Thanks to the American Auto Club UK for allowing us to be 
part of their Summer Nations at Hatton Country World. The 
weather was good and the cars were great .  

 

This was going to be a ‘spot the Lincoln ‘ competition, but the owner  put a sign at the front. 

Maybe we need a bigger Cadillac Owners Club banner,  or a Specsaver concession.  (Photo—Nigel Jackson) 

This ‘59 Sedan deVille won the  ‘Best ‘50s award 

Alan & Kath Reed with Peter Gamlin 
chilling in the noon-day sun 

Clive Jackson’s ‘89 
Eldorado 

Air conditioned—all doors open on 
this 1940 LaSalle 

Could be another sale! Alan Reed is happy. 
(Photo—Nigel Jackson) 

Amos’ 99 DeVille, he shares with the 
Treasurer, Secretary and Tia 

John Sewell’s ‘59 Coupe deVille won ‘Best Cadillac’ see front 
cover for John with his award.—Well done John 

‘65 white convertible  

Cool and wearing 
shades, Peter Stanton’s 

‘99 STS 
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Roasting at… 
Rally of the Giants 

 

Another very hot day for 
the Pre 50 American 
Auto Club’s premier 
show. As always a great 
show and thanks for 
letting us join in. 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Cool Dude watches 
the world go by 

Graham McDonald’s ‘64 Sedan deVille 
winner of Best 60’s  category. 

Double prize winner, Bob Lucas’ 1933  V12  picked up 
Presidents Choice & Overall Concours 

Graham Pillon’s ‘60 Coupe deVille with LPG  

Paul Carter’s ‘97 Eldorado Touring Coupe, 
once owned by the much missed Bob Thomas 

Peter Griffith’s  ‘69 Rag-Top 

Laurence Cogdell’s ‘82 Sedan deVille Chris Harris’  1957  Series 62 
Coupe 

Paul & Angie Ross’ 1968 Coupe deVille 

Wanda—Nick Parker’s ‘73 Sedan deVille 

The Club Hospitality 
Suite provided a 
welcome respite 
from the sun, with 
hot and cold drinks 
and the chance to 
consult with Amos 
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The Other Cars  
at Hatton 

Our itinerant photographer Nigel Jackson captures these fine 
machines on the main field. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

And at Blenheim 
 

Photos from Lin Hole……… 
 
Made for Nash Motor 
Company by Austin 
(BMC) the 
Metropolitan was in 
production between 
1953 and 1961 during 
which time over 
94,000 were exported 
to North America. It 
was sold as both a 

Nash, and a  Hudson. In the UK it was an Austin.  
 
Handy caravan to tow 
behind your ‘58 Cadillac, 
if it’s too small you can 
always sleep in the car. 

Daytona Vette anyone, how come the Batmobile never 

looked that good? 

Need a hobby? Polishing the grill on this Lincoln is 
practically a full time job 

Nash Station Wagon with air suspension at rest 

‘83 Z28 Chevrolet Camaro 

Need a bigger trunk—fit a continental kit  

This ‘cool’ machine had a constant queue of admirers 

And from Rod Bevan……... 

All in a row—the prize winners line up at the culmination of 

another vintage Rally of the Giants 
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Stars & Stripes at 
Tatton Park 

From our man at the show, Andy Fenwick 
 

A fantastic day at Tatton Park on Sunday 1st of July  and 
plenty of Cadillacs, one of the most interesting being this 
partly restored 1958 sedan. Bought by its present owner in 
2011, the full body off restoration began in 2015. It was 
amazing to see how much work has gone into this car so far.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Here are a selection of other Cadillacs on parade at Tatton 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
Loved the day and my ‘77 Fleetwood completed the 260 mile 

round trip with no issues. Happy motoring everyone.  
 

Andy 
 

Danyel Mills stunning ‘76 Coupe deVille 

Got a spare 75 grand? This 2017 with 11,200 miles 
on the clock could be yours 
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Cadillac Super Cruise  

No, it’s not a self driving option, but it is another Cadillac first 
with true handsfree driving. So how does it work and what 
does it do? 
 

You’ll probably have heard of Adaptive Cruise Control (ACC) 
where sensors at the front of the car adjust your speed 
depending on the speed of the vehicle in front. Pull out into 
an overtaking lane that’s free and the  your car will speed up 
to the preset speed . Super  Cruise adds the ability to take 
your hands of the wheel and let the car do the steering, 
allowing the driver to be more relaxed but still paying 
attention…… Yes, head tracking software monitor head and 
eye movements (even through sun glasses) to make sure the 
driver is still watching the road and can take over if required. 
 

Available on 2018 CT6 models, it works as follows: 
 

Step 1 
In order to use Super Cruise, first press the Adaptive Cruise 
Control (ACC) button on the steering wheel to turn on 
Adaptive Cruise Control. The symbol will illuminate white on 
the instrument cluster. If  ACC is already set, the symbol will 
be green with a speed shown. 
 

Step 2 
When Super Cruise detects you are on a limited-access 
freeway, paying sufficient attention and all other driving 
conditions are met (lane markings visible, GPS available, no 
system faults, etc.) the Super Cruise symbol will illuminate in 
white on the instrument cluster. 
 

Step 3 
When it is safe to do so, press the Super Cruise button on the 
steering wheel to engage Super Cruise. When the symbol and 
steering wheel light bar illuminate in green, you may remove 
your hands from the steering wheel. Do not remove your 
hands from the steering wheel unless the light bar is green, 
indicating that Super Cruise is steering the vehicle. To 
disengage Super Cruise, press the  Super Cruise button or 
press the brake pedal. 
 

The light bar is at the 
top of the steering 
wheel and whilst it’s 
green the car is steering 
itself. 
 

At the same time it’s 
monitoring the driver to 
make sure they are 
paying attention. If they 
aren’t then there’s a 3-

stage alert. 
 

Stage 1 
Steering wheel flashes green. If no response then it’s…… 
 

Stage 2 
Steering wheel flashes red and if no response then the seat 
vibrates before the final stage. 
 
 
 
 

Stage 3 
Super Cruise disengages and the driver is prompted to take 
control. If that doesn't happen, then the car will slow to a stop 
in the lane with hazards flashing and it will automatically call 
the Onstar operator. 
 

Limitations of use 
It only works on  Freeways that have been ‘mapped’. 
Currently there are 130,000 miles of freeway it can be used 
on. This of course means it can only be used on dual 
carriageways.  
 

Super Cruise doesn’t actually drive the car, it is what it says on 
the label ‘Super Cruise’, so it can’t change lanes, that’s up to 
the driver.  
 

The Cost 
Tick the options box (the cheapest CT6 with Super Cruise is 
$71,000) and you’ll get 3-years of Super Cruise Connect 
Services and Onstar Safety and Security Plan coverage. After 3 
years, the Super Cruise package ends and the owner needs to 
purchase a subscription which includes Onstar Super Cruise 
Support Service. 
 

Is it a good thing? 
Opinions will 
differ, the 
autonomous car 
lobby will probably 
look on it as ‘just 
another cruise 
control’ and to a certain extent it is, but it’s a system that will 
appeal to ‘old fashioned’ drivers like me over a car that really 
does drive itself. I like to be in control , after all I’ve spent  48 
years perfecting my adequate driving style and I’m 
comfortable with it. That said I can see the appeal of this 
system. How many times have you been on a motorway and 
there are cars travelling too close to each other at speed? 
With this system that wouldn’t happen, it would be like 
bringing courtesy back to the roads and that wouldn’t be a 
bad thing would it?  
 

For us though it’s pie in the sky, we’re never going to get it, I 
can’t see GM mapping the UK for a handful of cars they might 
sell over here, but it’s an interesting development all the 
same. Remember, it was Cadillac that first set out the clutch, 
brake, accelerator pedals pattern we’ve all lived with for a 100 
years, so who knows. 
 

If you’d like to see a comparison between the Cadillac Super 
Cruise and the Tesla Autopilot system, Derek Eaton found one 
on youtube.com. Just search Tesla Autopilot vs. Cadillac 
Super Cruise.  It’s  an interesting 13 minutes, thanks Derek. 
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Greg Horn’s 54 
Fleetwood Sedan  

Wins Best Cadillac at the Pre50AAC show at Yate Football 
Club near Bristol. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It’s not difficult to see why Greg won, it really is a superb car 
and a credit to its owner—A well deserves win. 

Also at Yate….. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bristol Classic Car 
Show 

Held at the Shepton Mallet Showground over the  16th/17th 
June, the only Cadillac I came across (apart from the one I 
arrive in) was this ‘59 Sedan. 

Nick Parker’s ‘73 Sedan deVille 

This ‘74 Cadillac Coupe deVille belongs to AACUK 

Editor Mel Atkins 

A ‘57 Fleetwood 60 Coupe.  Whilst the front end retained 
many of the features of the ‘54, the rear ‘fins’ have 

evolved, as seen in the photo of the two cars below. 

Notice the exhaust pipes exit through the bumpers. 

There were surprisingly few American cars there, despite 
Classic American holding one of their ‘Car of the Year’ 
heats.  
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Events 2018 
 4th-5th August– AACUK No Name Show, Stoke Prior 

Sports & Social Club, Bromsgrove, B60 4AL. 
 

30th Augus-2nd September—European Cadillac LaSalle 

60 year Celebration, Richelieu, France. For up-to-date 
information/details see or website www.cocgb.co.uk.  
 

2nd September— Brooklands American Day, KT13 0QN. 

See www.brooklandsmuseum.com/whats-on/american-day 
for details 
 

7th-9th September—AACI Open Nationals, Billing 

Aquadrome,  Northampton, NN3 9DA 
  

14th-16th September—AACUK Autumn Nationals at 

Drayton Manor, B78 3TW 
 

15th-16 September—AACUK Autumn Nationals, Drayton 

Manor, Tamworth, B78 3SA 
 

16th September – Classic Car & Bike Show, Old Down 

Country Park, Tockington, Bristol, BS32 4PG. See 
www.olddownestate.co.uk 
  

16th September— Tenterden Lions Classic Car Show, 

10am-4pm, Little Halden Place Farm, Cranbrook Road, 
Tenterden, Kent TN30 6UL. Entry £5 per Car including Driver 
and Passenger. Full details and entry forms available on the 
Tenterden Lion Club website:  
www.tenterdenlionsclub.co.uk /car-event-2018 
 

5th-6th October—Prescott American Autumn Classic at 

Gotherington, Cheltenham GL52 9RD. 2 for 1 offer for all 
American car owners. Two tickets for £20. Contact 
rebecca@eventspr.co.uk to obtain your discount code. or 
visit www.prescott-hillclimb.com. You will need your code to 
book. An all American Stars and Stripes weekend. Car display, 
wall of death, live bands and dancing. 

9th-11th November—Lancaster Insurance Classic Motor 

Show, at the NEC 

Recurring Events 
Haynes International Motor Museum, Sparkford, BA22 7LH. 
On the first Sunday of each month (September second 
Sunday). Haynes run a breakfast club open to all marques. See 
www.cocgb.co.uk for dates. 
 

Redhill Village Hall—Classic Car Meets, Church Road, Redhill, 
North Somerset BS40 5SG. All makes welcome and free entry, 
dates for 2018 are as follows: 
 

Thursday Evening Meet 1900-2200—16th August 
 

Sunday Breakfast Meet 0900-1100—7th October 
 

Need an events publicised? 
Let me know, or go to add an event on www.cocgb.co.uk. 
 
 
 
 

Phil Hole 
Editor 
 

As Amos so succinctly put it, this issue is very much a photo-
fest of the shows which seem to come thick and fast during 
June and July often to the point where overlap means making 
a choice as to which one you go to. 
 

It’s often said that things happen in 3s and in my case it’s true. 
A few days before the AGM, my aircon compressor 
disintegrated itself and then on the round trip to Hatton, the 
O2 sensor decided that the ’left bank’ was running lean which 
meant it pumped more fuel in so the round trip was at best 18 
mpg.  
 

To people like Bob Lucas whose 1933 V12 tops out at 7 mpg, 
that might seem quite economical, but I’m used to 25 on a 
run. Fortunately I had one in stock, though a failed attempt to 
remove the old one—I just couldn’t shift it despite copious 
amounts of dismantling fluid meant a trip to Laurels Garage in 
High Littleton where it was a 10 minute job and I’m back up to 
25 mpg on a run. 
 

On the way back from Blenheim, I was visited by a third 
problem, put my foot down and there was nothing there. 
Though the car kept running it a little annoying when your 4.9 
Sequential Port Fuel Injected V8 can’t achieve more than 25 
mph up hill. The temporary solution was to stop the engine 
and start it again straight away where full power was restored 
for all of 10 minutes……. It took a dozen restarts to get home 
and we took the scenic route. It looks like a fuel pump 
problem, so that’s the next job. In their infinite wisdom 
Cadillac decided to put the pump in the tank, which has to be 
removed to affect an exchange….. Shame they hadn’t 
considered an access panel somewhere. 
 

For any of you heading over to France for the European 
Cadillac LaSalle 60 year celebration in Richelieu, have a great 
trip and if you can take a few photos for the magazine they 
would be much appreciated. Don’t forget you need to carry a 
Hi-viz jacket inside the car for each person and you’ll need a 
breathalyser or two, too.  
 

This strange little 
pickup truck was at 
Blenheim  and has a 
face that belongs in 
the movie ‘Cars’. It’s a 
1950’s Tempo 
Matador, made 
originally in Hamburg 
Germany. It was also 
made under licence by 
Jenson (they of 
Interceptor fame) in 
the late 50s. 

Wherever you go and 
whatever you do over 
the remainder of the summer…… Be safe. 

Phil 

http://www.tenterdenlionsclub.co.uk/car-event-2018
http://www.prescott-hillclimb.com/
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Market Place 

FOR SALE: 1974 Cadillac Eldorado convertible. This car is in 
average condition, there are some scratches, chips and the 
seats are a bit worn. On the other hand the car had a new 
crate engine around 5 years ago so it runs smoothly once 
warm. It has the 8.2L engine, there’s 59,000 miles on the clock 
and an MOT until May 2018. Asking price is £6,000. 
Contact Dave Percival on 07480040313 
——————————————————————————————————————————————————————–— 

FOR SALE: 1978 Cadillac Seville. Recently resprayed I original 
black and with full black leather interior. With 75000 original 
miles on the clock, this car comes with wire spoke wheels (not 
shown in photo) and a new battery. £8,500 ono 
Contact Peter Griffith, 0151 6301414 or   
Email: v8v12v16@globalnet.co.uk 
 
———————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FOR SALE: 1973 Cadillac Eldorado. With many new parts , this 
car has had over £18000 spent on it, including a new padded 
roof. The car is in  Firethorn red and has the later ‘78  front 
end conversion. £10,750 o.n.o. Would  consider taking a late 
model RHD Cadillac in p/x, but must be in excellent condition. 
Contact Peter Griffith, 0151 6301414 or   
Email: v8v12v16@globalnet.co.uk 
—————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

 

FOR SALE: 1954 Series 62 Sedan. High spec car in the hands of 
current owner since November ‘99.  Resprayed and 
retrimmed  in the late ‘90s the car also has a continental kit. 
Current mileage 36257.  Offers around £20,000. See website 
for more details. Contact Dave Jamieson, 07779923887 or  
Email: davidcyclops@hotmail.co.uk 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

FOR SALE: 2001 Cadillac STS. Right Hand Drive with a full 
year’s MOT. Requires new cylinder head gasket……Offers? 
Contact John Draycott on 01733347269 
———————————————————————————————————————————————————————- 

For these and other items for sale, check out the website at 
www.cocgb.co.uk 

Club Merchandise 
We are still without a supplier, but we continue to investigate 
options as and when they crop up. Our preference is not to 
have stock. The problem with stock is you need someone to 
buy it. Conversely, our last two suppliers, where you order on 
line and get it delivered to your door, both had set-up fees 
which we never sold enough to recoup. 
 

As always any ideas or thought welcome  
 

Old Club Shop 
There are still some great bargains available, Contact Alan & 
Kath Reed on 0208 2010147 for details….. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Live Long  and Prosper 
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Back to back Cadillacs on the field at Blenheim 


